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NDRF TRAINS OVER
1LAKHACROSSINDIA

DISASTER RESILIENCE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delid, 3 July

With anaim tocreate resilience and
prepare bet ter agal nst disasters, the
NDRF has trained a record over 1
lakh people across the country
withina month to effectively respond
and undertake the basic do's and
dont’s during man-made or natur-
al emergencies

The feat was achieved between
June 1 to 30 as part of a special ini
tiative when instructorsand train
ers of the National Disaster
Response Force reached 482 villages,
towns and citiestosensitise people
abowt disasters that occur specify-
cally inthere areasand alsoingen
eral

“Theaimof this first ofitskind
exercise was to sensitise the vul-
nerable sections against disasters
and bring about a sense of com
munity capacity building.

“Every vear we see a number of
calamities happening in the coun-
try like floods and earthquakes
and hence it sour belief that every

man should betrained and prepared
with basicskills tocounter such chal
lenges.” NDRF director general O
P Singh told PTI

Singh, who Is behind the Ini
tiative sald records show If acom-
munity is well prepared tocombat
such Issues, the lossof lifeand prop
erty could be brought to as minj-
mum as possible.

“*Community awareness and
sensitisation on disaster issues
holds good for India. While we
have reached over a lakh people in
amonth, many moreare still left.”
hesald

In the month-long Community
Awareness Programm (CAP), a
total of 107,112 people in 22states
as part of 482 such sessions were
trained in basic understanding of
disaster management and combat
by the NDRF.

The force also trained school
going students as part of this ini-
titive

Data shows under the total peo

ple trained, there were 3,078 senlor
ctizens, 30279 men and 8521 women.

A total of 29,732 girls and 35,902
boys were also trained under the
same programme

People, as part of these ses-
sions, were told to undertake
basic vigil steps in the event of
a disaster and basic medical aid
help to those affected by itinclud-
ing other steps to evacuate and
help others.

The initiative has been launched
as the NDRF feels that with disas-
ters of both small and big magn)-
tude occurring frequently inIndia,
it is essential that citizens are
“trained” in combat ing both man-
made and natural catastrophes

The view has also beenendorsed
by a recently published [T Delhi
case study on the working of the
force.

“We empower the community
onaregularbasis as partof ourcom-
mitment which also works as our
external branding. Wedo this when
we arenottackling disasters,” DG
Singh said
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lIT Jodhpur researchers produce Squalene using sand

JODHPUR, PTI: A research
team at T Jodhpur has
claimed success in using Ra-
Jjasthani sand to produce 100%
pure Squalene, a naturally oc-
curring compound used by cos-
metics, nutraceutical and phar-
maceutical industries,

The discovery will also help
curb the killing of sharks, the
primary source for Squalene,
and reduce the Indian indus-
tries’ dependency on foreign
companies [or the essential
hydrocarbon, the researchers
said,

The researchers — Rakesh
K Sharma, a Chemistry lfacul-
ty, and postdoctoral fellow Vi-
neet K Soni— succeeded in
producing Squalene, using
Rajasthani sand as a catalyst
under a project titled “Catalyt-
ic upgrading of algal oilinto
transport fuel”,

Squalene, a naturally occur-

ring compound helpful in
treating heart disease, dia-
betes, arthritis and hepatitis
besides use in skin care, is
found in the liver of sharks but
invery meagre concentration
of 3%.

In low quantities, Squalene
isalso found in olive and palm
oils.

The team, for the first time,
used Rajasthani sand asa cat-
alyst to produce 100% pure
saturated hydrocarbon, Squa-
lene,

“During our research with
Rajasthani sand, we lirst used
the sand as water-purification
agent and then proceeded to
put it to some industrial appli-
cation because of the pillared
structure of thissand and its
stability at high temperature
up to as high as 1,000 degree
centigrade,” said Sharma, an
expert in catalytic agents and

reactions.

“So, we first took normal
sand, homogenised it followed
by its purification using water
and acid and crushed it into
fine powder form.

“It was then mixed withan
inexpensive metal salt and the
algal oil obtained from the re-
finery waste and heated up to
500 degree centigrade, which
provided 100% saturated hy-
drocarbon called *Squalene’)”
Sharmaexplained.

Assistant Registrarof IIT
Jodhpur Amardeep Sharma
said, “We have already filed
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for the patent of this discovery
and are pleased to announce
that a provisional patent has
been granted.”

Sharma claimed this was
for the first time thata re-
search on such an important
ingredient in cosmetics has
taken place in the country. He
said industrial queries have
started pouring in due to both
the compound being 100%
saturated and being many
times cheaper than the prod-
uct available now.

The research has also found
a place ina reputed European
scientific journal *Chem-
catchem”, Sharma said,
adding, “We are receiving in-
quiries from different indus-
tries.”

The team has now pro-
posed to crack “Squalene”
into pieces to convert it into a
high grade Jet fuel.
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UGC: Under-Going Crucial reforms

student s andacado-
micians huve been demanding

refor msboth inthefunctioning
of the higher educstion regulatory
body, the Univessity Grants Cammis-
wion (UGC), s higher education in
geoeral. A mumber of new initistives

ulations for decmed universitios, ac
coming to which there will be no bar
on the number of off campuscentres
such institutions may set ujp, even as
quality has to be assured. Studeat.

sotol regulatory agencies under the
domainof HRDminkstry “The time-

tosubmmit

thelr reports and!

graph their inspections and aplond
the same on the DGC websl o within
24 hours 18 going to be s hig relief for
the private sector.” he sabd

wereless than profess jona By prudent
in blatantly opposing incresseincon-
tact hours 2t gave an Impressiont othe
student commuanity and generad pub-
lie that the teachers were shy ing swny
from thelr duty They conld have ex-
plained about thelr ressarch oblige-
tions and the need for preparntion
work—which ain be

Further, the UGC hasamended reg-
Ulations regarding the Acsdomic Per
formance

lowingthe protests, the HRD mintstry
robled back the repulation bat kept a
clase mwhich studentswith %% md
above attendance will have a say in
teachers apprafsals, O the protests,
Prashont Ahalla, president, Manav
Rachon  Educational  Institutions,
sabd “In this case, facuky membors

While the ongoing
reforms are welcome,
the UGC must also
focus on providing
more scholarships to
women, and financial
support through higher
non-NET scholarships
to help older scholars
Semumosusceany

A time-consuming
process—in a mare
cogent and acoept-

s modified tomoet the roquinements
of working scholars througha tlend-
edmods, whynot? While courss work
aund pa peer st i ing smst bermandated .
other components can be com pleted
Jong distance ™

Atthe sume time, there are several
wreas whetw the DGC still needs 1o 8-
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New Education Policy 2016

Skilling the gaping holes

The New Education Policy can help bridge the skills gap by making certain skills an
integral part of the curricula. It must also make practical training mandatory
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Specialised MBAs

Broaderis better

By moving away from the general, and
towards the fragmented, the MBA runs the
risk of damaging its reputation

ne hundred and e ight years nf

ter the first MBA students

stepped intoa classroom ot Har.
vardUniversity mostpeopleagreethat
theprogramme, whilehardly on it s kst
Jegy, s in astate of maturity The ques.
tion Is whether it needs to change itself
o remain relevant.

For some, the future lies in MBAs
thot focus on increasingly narrow sec-
tors of business, such as hospitality
revenue manage ment or thoroughbred
horse rucing (offered by business
schools In Liver pool nnd Charfeston,
respect ively). These hyperspecinlised
MBAs may havethelr phce in business
education, But some academics fear
they have grown too fist, to the poten-
taldetriment of business as s whole.

Andrea Masini, associate dean of
HECPuris's business school saysthere
Is still & need for Jacks-of-all-trades at
the senlor level of firms executives
whonreableto overseethose with more

For some, the future lies in
MBAs that focus on
increasingly narrow sectors
of business, such as
hospitality revenue
management or
thoroughbred horse racing
(offered by business schools
in Liverpool and Charleston,
respectively). These hyper-
specialised MBAs may have
their place in business
education

specinlised knowledge. The move to-
wards MBA progmmmes thatare nar
rower in focus, he thinks, runsthe risk
of Bavingorganisations without agen-
eration of bosses able to manage those
In the middie tiers.

Yet these"MBAS Insomething™ cone

tinue to grow [n popularity Mr Masini
Is aware of the dilemma. HEC Parls it
self hasstrong tieswiththe Frenchlux.
wry and energy sectors. But, he ex-
plains, the world is increasingly
complex and heterogeneous. Business
needs people able to handle that com-
plexity; skills that come, he belleves,
with a solid educat jonal base gar nered
from ngeneralised MBA.

Specinlised MBAs risk placi ng peo-
pleinsilos he says, and go ngainst the
original purpose of the degree; to help
those who have gained specialised
knowledgeln acertain fleld to move In-
to a more general management posi
thon,

Stefano Caselli, vicerectorof inter.
natlonal affairs st Bocconi University
in Italy, raises a different concern. By
moving away from the general, and to-
wards the fragmented, the MBA runs
the risk of damaging its reputation,
Musters of Sclence degrees in busi-
ness diseiplines have become more
popular over the past decade and
more, and are now many top universi
ties” flagship programmes. Running a
niche MBA in finance, for example,
will put it intod irect competition with
an MSc in finance, he says, The MBA
may lose out.

“The concept of MBAs is to create
top quality managers In many areas of
management,” Mr Caselli says Tospe
cinlise In an MBA Is to Ignore that,
MBAS in specific topies are useful, but
chasing the trends can sometimes do
more damage thangood. The business
school workd s highly competitive, and
Institutions must do what they can to
differentiate themselvesfrom rivalsin
a crowded market. But they must also
beawnrethat theyarethe supplychain
for the managers of tomorrow, and
must notiose sightol therequlrements
of executive boards. Knowing every.
thing sbout the thoroughbred horse
racing Industry has its uses, as long as
that is not at the expense of learning
how torun a balance sheet.

«The Econoenist
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Super 30 founder gets teaching
offer from MIT’s online initiative

PATNA: Super 30 founder
Anand Kumar has gotaninvite
from MIT in the USA to join
their open online initiative for

mathematics.

Kumar has got the offer
from edX. a massive open on-
line course (MOOC) provider
and an initiative of Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology
to be part of it, a statement by
Super 30 said here on Friday.

EdX hosts online university-
level courses in a wide range of
disciplines, including some free
of cost, for students world-wide
in English, Mandarin, French
and Spanish.

It also conducts research
into learning based on how
people use its platform.

Anant Agarwal, Professor.
MIT, has written to Kumar as
to how his Super 30 initiative

was similar to edX and the two
by working together could
reach out to more and more
students.

“We would be delighted
explore how we might be able
towork together by taking vour
Super 30 content onto our plat-
form,” the MIT professor said.

“EdXis trying to accomplish
goals similar to yours by pro-
the educational playing field for

and around the world,” he
added.

Kumar said it was an honour
that institutions like MIT were

note of his initiative.

“It is nice to hear that they
too are working for underpriv-
ileged students across the
globe and making available
quality content to them,” Ku-
mar, who himself could not go
to Cambridge University for
want of money, added.

Kumar has been running Su-
per 30, an initiative to mentor
students fromunderprivileged
sections free of cost for [IT
JEE.

The program has recorded
success for the last 14 years by
helping more than 325 poor
students crack IIT since 2002
This vear 28 out of 30 students
of Super 30 got into 1IT.

millions of students in India PTI
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